[Rare cause of myoclonus with giant SEP's: methyl bromide poisoning. Apropos of a case with unilateral predominance].
Giant and asymmetric SEPs were recorded in a patient with predominantly unilateral, spontaneous and intention myoclonus due to voluntary intoxication with methyl bromide as soon as day 3 after intoxication. The N10 Erb's point potential, cervical N13 and scalp recorded P15 potentials were found to be normal in latency, morphology and amplitude. The somesthetic informations could be considered as normally processed up to the subcortical levels of the somatosensory pathways. The parietal cortical potentials N20 and P25 and the frontal cortical potentials P22 and N30, contralateral to myoclonus, were abnormally large. This suggests that myoclonus could be related with an abnormal reactivity of somatomotor and somatosensory cortices to the afferent volleys triggered by voluntary movements. The prerolandic components P22 and N30 were found to be relatively more enhanced than the parietal N20 and P15.